fras Ireiaiag lews, March 16^ 1977s 

Vic Batner reporlis iron Washingtons 

"fhe mysteiy witness, Santos Sraficante, is the last surviving 
member of an underworld trio allegedly recruited by the QIA in I960 
to help try to assassinate Fidel Oastro, the other two men were 
found murdered, gangland style, after theylalked with congressional 
investigators two yeaiB ago. fhe coisaittee subpeoned flafieantei 
he had to come, but he didn*t have to cooperate. First fV cameras 
and microphones were ordered removed fiom the room at his lawyer^ 
insistence, fhen fraficante refused to answer every ques^sion the 
committee asked, claiming the answers would be incriminating. 

Bid he everwork for the CXi to try to assassinate ^stro? Bid he 
know in advance of plans to assassinate Fresident Kennedy? Had 
he been threatened by anyone in connection with this appearance? 
fraficante rebuffed more then a, dosen (questions about possible 
links between plots against Castro and the Kennedy assassination 
before the committee let hi® go. later, Chaiman Iicuis Stokes 
said the committee knew in advance that fraficante wouldn’t talk 
but had to get the refusals on the public record. Stokes said 
the hearing demonstrates the coMiittee is investigating the 
Kennedy case. He didn’t say for whom the dec^onstration is 
intended, but the House of Slpresentatives has to decide in two 
weeks if the co®aittee will be kept alive past ferch 31. 

Vic latner, IBC Hews, at the Capital,” 

Hext, larabra Walters comes on: 

”James Sari Hay, who was convicted of murdering 3)r. King, 
reportedly will give a deposition to the comaittee next week. 

A. committee staff memeber will question Hay at the fEnnessee 
pri|(son where he is serving a 99 year sentence. Hay has denied 
Mring the shot that killed ling.” 



